
Meet
The

Farmer
The First Acre

A frequent supplier and friend of Cafe

Brian Schneider & Darin Ripp

Shoot them an e-mail at: thefirstacre@gmail.com

See their veggies at Slow Food Cafe, Hydrostreet brewery, 
the Middleton Farmers’ Market, and the Southwest Madi-

son Farmers’ Market

Brian’s fav veggie: onion;  Darin’s fav veggie: dry beans

Who are these guys?
They’re just like you. Brian Schneider is a UW-Graduate in Com-
munity and Environmental Sociology and former Slow Food UW 
Intern. Darin Ripp is a UW-Graduate in Wildlife Ecology and 
Environmental Studies and a former F.H. King Intern. John and 
Dorothy Priske from Fountain Prair Farms in Fall River, WI, let 
Brian and Darin grow vegetables on an acre of their land, giving 
the brand new farmers a wonderful opportunity to learn and grow. 
Brian and Darin have had many friends and family out to the farm 
to volunteer and learn how to eat sustainably. The farm would not 
be possible without the amazing support from volunteers and the 
community.

Why are they doing this?
“To learn how to grow food sustainably on a small piece of land, 
while cultivating community and education around conscious 
eating. We believe that people need to understand how they can 
align their food choices and socioeconomic values and how these 
choices affect environmental, economic and human health. Once 
people understand this, they’ll either demand change or make it 
themselves.”

So, what can *I*, the average Slow Foodie, do?
“There are all the obvious answers, like shopping at farmers’ mar-
kets, growing your own, reading labels and supporting farms that 
are growing sustainably. But, lots of things get in the way: time, 
convenience and sometimes added costs. However, if you’re dedi-
cated, the answer is: get creative! If I’m busy, I’ll cook a locally 
grown squash in the microwave and if I can’t get to a farmers’ 
market, I’ll grow a potted tomato plan on my porch. the answer is 
different for everyone so be creative, keep an open mind and never 
give up. Most importantly have fun with it and always include 
friends!”

 Good, clean, fair food ... at a reasonable price.
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